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Bowling

lanes

in line for OK
from planning

Plans include
restaurant,
partnering with
community
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After 12 years since it was
closed, and 18 months after
plans for its return began,
one of the landmark relics
from Qjai's past, the old
bowling alley. will come

before the Planning
Commission tonight for
concepi review.

Stacey Benotto, the
developer, a retired real
estate investor and operator
from Los Angeles, said,
“This has been a mission for
me, a project very close to
my heart.” As the mother of
a 13-year-old daughter, a
rising tennis star enrolled at
the Weil Tennis Academy,
and a 7-year-old son, a stu-
dent at Monica Ros School,
she said she felt a strong

need for a place for children

to have fun and be safe. But
she will actively promote
“an intergenerational
approach, from babies 1o
seniors.”

Besides major renova-

tions to the 16,351 square-
foot property on a nearly
1.5-acre property ac 1202 W,
Ojai Ave., Benoto’s propos-
af includes adding 475-
square-foot of new con-
struction. She estimates the
total cost of renovation at
$2.5 million. If the permit
and consuruction process
goes smoothly, the pro-
posed Ojai Bowling Center
will apen in early 2010.
_ Before then, she plans to
keep the community
involved. "1 have a web site,
bowltheojai.com, where |
encourage people to leave
stories about their experi-
ences with the old bowling
alley, to incorporate those
memories into the new
one,” she said,

The proposal before the
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planners incliy.des a restau-
rant café, called Phoenix
Rising, an arcade, a party
room and, perh.aps, a batting
cage. The number of lanes
would be four less than
before, and Benotto saidl that
the bowling lanies would be
pedestrian [viendly, and
even include a hitching post
and watering rough.

The proposal is a “low-
impact develo pment.” she
said, using an exisiing build-
ing, and using solar panels
and other energy-eflictent
materials. The project will
not require an environmen-
tal impact report, she said,
since it is being used for a
same purpose.

Benotto said she made a
deal with Gail Bazzano, the
former owner, and the piop-
erty is in a long-term
escrow, contingent on per-
mit approvals with the city.

“The community has
been extremely supporiive.
Everywhere | go people are
encouraging me," Benotio
said. "Every town deserves a
bowling alley,” she said.
“I'm interested in relation-
ships being built and having
fun.” City planners and offi-
cials have been helpful, as
well, she said. "They've been
looking at ways they can
help, f%}r which I'm very
appreciative.”



